ATTEST;

RAYMOND C. CARLSON, Deputy Auditor
Clerk of the County Board

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR ST. LOUIS COUNTY

TOWN OF MORSE

Recommended by the Morse Land Use Committee, November 2, 1978
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Recommended by the Morse Board of Supervisors, November 14, 1978
Recommended by the St. Louis County Planning Commission, December 14, 1978
Adopted by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners, January 22, 1979

Effective Date: February 1, 1979

INTRODUCTION

This plan isthe result of the efforts of the citizens of Morse through its Land Use Committee, which was
assgted by the Office of Planning and Zoning for . Louis County. The purpose of the plan isto guide
and accommodate growth and expansion while trying to maintain aquadity environment. This
comprehendve plan will provide aframework for the orderly development of a baanced mixture of
land uses at reasonable public and private costs. This document contains a goas and policies statement
and aliging of development concepts. Background information on which this document is based is
avalable in the Office of Planning and Zoning.

GOALSAND POLICIES

Citizen Involvement

Gods

A. Public participation in dl stages of plan development and review will be
encouraged.

B. Regular and open communication between citizen and government officids will
be encouraged.

Policies

A. The Town Land Use Committee will be available to the citizens of Morseto
voice concerns on land use issues or implementation problems.

B. Minutes of Town Board and Land Use Committees meetings will be available
for public review.
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Natural Resources

Gods

Policies

Land Development

Gods

Policies

This plan will be reviewed on a periodic bass, but at least once every five
years.

Land should be developed in a manner which provides the proper balance
between environmenta and economic considerations.

The Town will encourage maintenance of an ar quality which has no sgnificant
adverse effect on hedth, wdfare, and qudity of life.

The qudlity of water should be maintained to ensure its continued use for
recreation, domestic water supply, and aguatic habitat.

The Town will make every effort to cooperate with the public, industry, and
governmenta agencies a dl levels.

Forest land should be managed as a renewable natural resource, a recregtional
resource, and as an industry contributing to the welfare of S. Louis County.

Similar land uses should be grouped and consolidated in order to facilitate ease
of providing sarvices, to hep maintain land vaues, and to make individud land
use development more convenient and economical.

Mixed land uses should be discouraged as they generally lower land vaues,
cregte undghtly areas, and result in blight.

Incompatible land uses, where they exist, should be related properly so that

conflicts are minimized through the use of physica barriers, distances, screens,
and proper physica orientation of lots and buildings.
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A.

The Land Use Committee of the Town of Morse aso will work with the
citizens, the developers, and businesses of the township to attain the goals.

Natura Buffer Aress

A.

Policies

Gods

B.

F.

G

Natura buffer areas should be encouraged between certain land uses.
Wise management of certain natura resources (e.g., stands of trees, geologic

features, shorelands, hillsides, and ridges) that are unique or desirable natura
elements shal be encouraged.

Preserve the integrity of dl naturd drainage courses within the township.
Preserve the Sgnificant wetland areas vitd to the preservation of wildlife and
hydrologic basins.

Utilize wetlands as naturd buffer areas and between areas of high intengity use.
Encourage the utilization of natural festuresin the design of resdentid,
commercid and indugtrid development in order to maintain the town's
character.

Discourage development in areas subject to flooding or where devel opment
would contribute to flooding, erosion, or sedimentation, aswell as create a
potentid for adverse effect on areawide water quality.

Panting of trees and other landscaping aong public ways will be encouraged.

Land specificaly approved as natura buffer areas shal be so designated.

Resdentid Development

Gods

A.

Provide a hedthy, safe, and attractive residential environment for both
permanent and seasond residents.

-50O-



B. Direct development where it will be most feasible to provide public services.

C. Protect resdentid property vaues and livability through the harmonious
relationship of land uses, highways, and naturd features.

Policies
A. Residentid dengties should be determined by topography of the land;
exigence, proximity, or potentid availability of utilities; and soil andys's based

on an area rather than a site-specific approach.

B. Land which is platted in Morse Township will be encouraged to develop ina
manner which minimizes the cost of providing public services.

C. Churches, schools, and smilar facilities should be competible with the
resdentid areasthey serve.

D. Prevent overdevel opment of steep dope areas to avoid problems of drainage,
dippage, sewage disposal, storm drainage, and access.

Indugtrid Development

Gods
A. Provide adequate land well suited for industrid needs.
B. Encourage the gppearance of industrid stesto bein harmony with surrounding
USES.
Policies
A. Industria areas will be identified as certain larger level Stesto dlow for the
fewest development problems.
B. Utility services should be available or their provison feasible.

C. The land must be adequatdly served by trangportation facilities.

D. Land use types other than industrid or indudtridly related uses shal not be
dlowed in indudtrid aress.
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E

Adeguate palice and fire protection must be amgjor consideration in the
location of industrid development.

Commercid Development

God

Policies

Community Fecilities

Goal

Policies

Provide accessible, atractive, and conveniently located commercia areas
which will promote the efficient delivery of goods and services while assuring
the integrity of surrounding land uses.

In the development of commercid facilities, buffer areas shal be provided when
the facility abuts resdential land or other land uses that would be adversely
affected by commercid development.

All commercia areas shdl have direct accessto a street, road, or highway that
is cagpable of handling related traffic pressures.

Exigting commercid development will be dlowed to expand or redevelop if
their proposed actions occur within the concept delineated by the plan.

Highway commercia strip development shall be discouraged, but grouping of
highway commercid development shal be encouraged.

Commercid highway services such as gas sations, motels, and restaurants shdl

be cluster-developed into individua convenient commercid areas located near
highway interchanges or other appropriate access points.

To provide adequate governmentd services to satisfy the needs of the town and
in anticipation of future demands.

Develop and utilize Town Board policies consstent with planned goas and
objectives.
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Transportation

God

Policies

Sites of loca culturd and historic importance should be identified and
preserved.

To adopt atransportation plan for the township that provides for safe and
efficient movement of people and goods, thet is coordinated with existing and
proposed development patterns and which advances other community, county,
and regiond gods.

Desgnate and reserve rights-of-way needed in the future via community land
use controls.

Provide needed improvements to existing roadways to facilitate the safe and
efficient movement of people and goods.

Encourage dl possble safeguards to minimize accidents and undesired
environmentd effects.

PLAN CONCEPTS

The plan concepts articulate the specific course of action to be followed by the County to accomplish
the goads and policies stated previoudy. These concepts are intended to resolve the land use issues of
the present while preventing conflicts in the foreseeable future. They, together with the goas and
policies, are the officid land use policy by which the County intends to better control the future of land
development and protection in the Town of Morse.

These plan concepts are not expected to remain unchanged forever. As circumstances, technology,
and area growth patterns change over time, so do the desires of arearesdents. When revisonis
deemed necessary by future residents, these plan concepts and the planning process which produced
them will serve asthe modd for evauation and revison.
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Concept 1 High density resdentid development shal be encouraged in an area abutting the
south side of the City of Ely east of CSAH 21.

Concept 2 Moderate density residential development will be encouraged to locate in an
area bordering the City of Ely and radiating from thisring aong Trunk Highway
169 (east and west of the City), CSAH 21, and Trunk Highway 1.

Concept 3 Low densty rurd residentid development will be encouraged in proximity to
Trunk Highway 1, Trunk Highway 169, and a part of CSAH 88 (McMahan
Boulevard) severd milesfrom the City of Ely.

Concept 4 Rurd residentid development will be encouraged in severd areasthat have
good road access but which demand lower densities: an area surrounding the
Ely Municipa Airport, acorridor dong CSAH 21, a corridor dong CSAH 116
(Echo Trail), and severd areas near the south shore of Burntside Lake.

Inits gods and policies statement, the Town of Morse expresses concern for efficient and varied
resdentiad development modes that would exist in harmony with other uses and the naturd environment.
These desires led to the devel opment of four concepts that encouraged different dengties of
development while possibly alowing--after review--the establishment of certain non-residentia uses
intended to service one of a number of groups, for example, the motoring public or loca neighbors.
The application of these concepts has been based on certain natural features--topography, soil types
and limitations for devel opment--an on man-made conditions, such as roads and existing uses of the
land.

For implementation purposes, the minimum dengity of these four conceptsis generdly defined as
follows. high density--1/2 acre per unit, 1/4 acre per unit if public water and sewer services are
available and utilized; moderate dendity--one acre per unit; ;low dengity--2 1/2 acres per unit; and rura
resdentid--4 1/2 acres per unit. These four concepts are intended to phase the intengity of residentia
development aong the mgjor traffic corridors, with the less intense devel opment patterns encouraged
on parcels further from the City of Ely.

Concept 5 Rurd commercia development will be dlowable in the resdentid, forestry, and
waterfront concept areas upon review and mitigation of any adverse impact on
adjoining and nearby properties.

This concept recognized the need for avariety of commercid activities that fit well with surrounding
dominant uses. The range of operations includes home occupation, neighborhood, highway, and
waterfront commercia operations, and home business. For the purposes of this plan and subsequent
implementation tools, a home business is a commercia retail and/or service operation located on the
proprietor's resdentid property which may employ non-family workers and which serves a market
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which extends beyond the rural community. A home occupation is Smilar to the home business except
that it is housed in the residence or accessory buildings and does not employ non-family workers.
Neghborhood commercia uses provide neighborhood level convenience services to somewhat densaly
settled communities; highway commercid uses provide essentia services to the highway travelling
public; waterfront commercial uses service recregtiond water activities or depend upon waterfront
locations.

Caution must be exercised in dlowing rural commercid operations to be established so that the rights of
other rurd residents are not infringed upon. Community oriented stores, which will be few in number
and indeed may aready be at the optimal point of development, should be encouraged to locate at
well-traveled intersections with sufficient buffering from adjacent uses.

Home businesses, which may occur on any one parcel of land, require particular care in regulation.
These operations should be dlowed where large lots will aid in buffering the operations from adjoining
resdentia property. Too, regulations concerning noise, odor, electrica interference, aesthetics, Sgns,
parking, access and building size may be employed to insure sound development and protection of
property values. Home occupations are to be alowed aslong as they do not create nuisance levels of
noise, light, traffic, dectrica interference and the like. If ahome occupation becomes a nuisance or
evolvesinto afull-fledged commercid or indudtrid operation, it must either meet the requirements of a
home business or locate elsewhere according to the appropriate plan concept.

Concept 6 All lakes and streams designations shal be conggtent with the classification
determined by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

The Town of Morse has many lakes and streams that can serve to fulfill the resdentia and recregtiond
desires of the permanent and seasond resident and the tourist or occasiond visitor. Duein part to the
development pressure, these waterfront areas need to be evaluated and development proposals
reviewed and regulated for the benefit of both the current and future user. The Minnesota Legidature
adopted the Shordland Management Act in an effort to maintain the integrity of the waterfront areasin
the State. Asaresult of that Act, dl lakes and streams in the State were classified by the Department
of Natural Resources using a number of criteria All waterfront areas in the Town will be cons stent
with this designation, redlizing that a particular Situation is subject to reevaduation a either the State or
County leves.

Concept 7 Severa multiple use forestry areas are designated in the northern and southern
quarters of the Township.

Concept 8 A large areain the south west quadrant of the Town shall be designated a
mixed forestry/agriculture area

Certain portions of the Township are well suited for forestry and related activities. These areas can be
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typified as inaccessible areas having mgor state and federd ownership blocks and being Situated
primarily within the boundaries of the Superior National Forest. These areas are generdly identified as
part of the southwest quadrant and a portion of the southeast quadrant of the Town and portions of the
northern one haf of the Township, both areas exclusve of dl waterfront aress, these areas are
graphicaly portrayed on the accompanying map. In these areas, individual or organized recreationa
activities will be dlowed, while resdentia uses--athough they might be alowed under certain
conditions--will be discouraged.

An area south of Trunk Highway 169, west of CSAH 21 and north of one of the Concept 7 areasin
the southwest quarter of the Township has been designated for a mixed forestry and agriculture use
area. Aswith the Concept 7 area, accessis poor and much of the areaisin governmental ownership.
However, it is desrable to encourage certain types of activities while at the same time provide for a
graduated dendity from property having road frontage to interior parcels. In the future as devel opment
occurs in the surrounding residentia concept aress, this concept may be considered for amendment to a
more dense one.

Although road access is currently poor to these two forestry concepts, rurd commercid activities may
be dlowable, after review. Categories of commercid activities include highway commercia, home
occupation, and home business. (Please refer to Concept 5 discussion for broad definitions of these
categories.)

Concept 9 Two areas for light industrial development which incorporate buffers shal be
desgnated. Thefirst will abut the western edge of the City of Ely aong Trunk
Highway 169; the second abuts the south side of the City of Ely immediately
east of Trunk Highway 1.

Areas should be made available for clustering of industrid activity which have good road access,
potentia for water and sewer utility expansion, availability to a concentrated labor market and police
and fire protection. Efforts should be made to ensure that the occupants of these industrial areas are
compatible with each other and with different surrounding uses. In an effort to assure a minimum of
objection to and from non-industrid neighbors, this concept will include a buffer area 300 ft. in width
surrounding the potentia indudtrid Stes.
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ARTICLE VI

EFFECTUATION

Section 1 - This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force on the first day of February, 1979,
upon its adoption by the St. Louis County, Minnesota, Board of Commissioners, and
its publication in the officia newspaper of St. Louis County as provided by Minnesota
Statutes.

Section 2 - Public hearings held by the St. Louis County Planning Commission on December 14,
1978.

Section 3 - Recommended by the Planning Commission to the County Board for adoption on
December 14, 1978.

Section 4 - Commissioner Hall moved the adoption of this Ordinance and Commissioner Kron duly
seconded the motion and it was adopted on the following vote:

Yeas. Commissioners Dicklich, Dodge, Doty, Hal, Hoff, Kron, Shannon

Nays:. None
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Absent: None
Abgan: None
This ordinance was declared adopted by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners on the 22nd
day of January, 1979.
EDWIN H HOFF
Chairman, County Board
Certified as a complete and accurate copy of

Ordinance No. 27, Article I, Section 4.

RUSSELL PETERSEN
RUSSELL PETERSEN, County Auditor
ATTEST:
RAYMOND C CARLSON
Raymond C Carlson, Deputy Auditor
Clerk of the County Board

Published in the Duluth News-Tribune on the 29th day of January, 1979.
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RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE IN ZONING ORDINANCE MAP
FOR THE TOWN OF MORSE

RESOLVED, Pursuant to recommendations from the St. Louis County Planning Commission & its
meeting on December 13, 1979, the Board of Commissioners hereby deniesthe
gpplication to amend the Zoning Ordinance Map from R-2, Residentia, to M-1, Light
Industrial, on property described as that part of the NE 1/4 of the SW 1/4, Section 24,
Township 63, Range 12 (Town of Morse), lying north of the south right-of-way line of
the DM& IR Rallway branch, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board amends the Zoning Ordinance Map for the above
described property from R-2, Residentid, to R-1, Residential, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Comprehensive Plan for St. Louis County as it pertainsto the
Town of Morse shdl be amended to accomplish the following:

1 Transfer of property described asthat part of the NE 1/4 of the SW
1/4, Section 24, Township 63, Range 12 (Town of Morse), lying north
of the south right-of-way line of the DM& IR Railway branch from a
Concept 2, moderate density residentia, to a Concept 3, low density
resdentid, designation.

2. Amend the Concept Map to reflect this change.
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TOWN OF MORSE
PLAN CONCEPTS MAP
AMENDED DECEMBER 26, 1979

SEE ORIGINAL ORDINANCE FOR MAP

EFFECTUATION
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Section 1 This amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article 11, Section 4, shdl take effect and bein
full force on December 31, 1979, after its adoption by the St. Louis County,
Minnesota, Board of Commissioners.

Section 2 Public hearings were held be the St. Louis County Planning Commission on December
13, 1979.

Section 3 Commissioner Hall moved the adoption of this amendment and Commissioner Kron
duly seconded the motion and it was adopted on the following vote:

Yeas. Commissoners Dicklich, Dodge, Doty, Hdl, Hoff, Kron, and Shannon

Nays: None
Absent: None
Abgan: None

This amendment was declared adopted by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners on the 26th
day of December, 1979.

EDWIN H HOFF
Edwin H Hoff, Chairman
Certified as a complete and accurate copy of

Amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article 2, Section 4.

RUSSELL PETERSEN,
RUSSELL PETERSEN, County Auditor

ATTEST:

RAYMOND C. CARLSON, Deputy Auditor
Clerk of the County Board

Published in the Duluth News-Tribune on the 31t day of December, 1979.
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The Comprehensive Plan for St. Louis County (Ordinance No. 27) asit pertains to the Town of Morse
(Artidell, Section 4) shdl be amended to accomplish the following:

Under the Gods and Policies satement

1. Amend Land Development--Palicies to include:

B.

Encourage the issuance of variances for structures on nonconforming
lots in cases where anatura disaster requires rebuilding and the Site has
potable water and an approved septic system.

2. Amend Commercid Development--God to include:

B. Recognize that resorts and related tourist facilities and wood products
industries are an integra and necessary part of the economy of the
Town.

3. Amend Commercid Development--Policies to include and read as follows:.

D. Current land uses shall generaly be fostered if the landowner possesses
aaufficiently large land parcd to provide buffering to neighboring land.

E Highway commercid strip development shall be discouraged, but
grouping of highway commercid development shal be encouraged.

F. Commercid highway services such as gas gations, motels, and
restaurants shdl be cluster-developed into individua convenient
commercia areas located near highway interchanges or other
appropriate access points.

G Encourage resort and tourist facilities and wood product industriesin

Concept Map

such amanner that surrounding land shdl not be unduly affected.

Amend the Map to reflect these changes.
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Transfer of property described asthe S 1/2 of the SE 1/4 and the NE 1/4 of
the SE 1/4 in Section 5, Township 62, Range 12 (Town of Morse) from a
Concept 2, moderate dendty residential, to a Concept 8, mixed
forestry/agriculture area, designation.

Transfer of property described asthat part of the SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4 lying
West of County Highway 21 in Section 4, Township 62, Range 12 (Town of

Morse) from a Concept 2, moderate density residential, to a Concept 4, rura
resdentid, designation.
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TOWN OF MORSE
PLAN CONCEPTS MAP

AMENDED APRIL 12, 1982

SEE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
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EFFECTUATION

Section 1 This amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article |1, Section 4, shall take effect
and bein full force after its adoption by the S. Louis County, Minnesota,
Board of Commissioners.

Section 2 Public hearings were held by the &. Louis County Planning Commission on
March 11, 1982.

Section 3 Commissoner Hall moved the adoption of this amendment and Commissioner
Shannon duly seconded the motion and it was adopted on the following vote:

Yeas. Commissoners Dodge, Kron, Hall, Shannon, Hoff, Anzelec, and
Chairman Doty - 7

Nays: None
Absent: None
Abgan: None

This amendment was declared adopted by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners on the 12th
day of April, 1982.

GARY DOTY
Gary Doty, Chairman

Certified as a complete and accurate copy of Amendment to
Ordinance No. 27, Article 2, Section 4.

Russdll Peterson, County Auditor
ROBERT O DAUGHERTY, DEPUTY

ATTEST:

RAYMOND C CARLSON
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Raymond C. Carlson, Deputy Auditor
Clerk of the County Board

AMENDMENT TO TOWN OF MORSE
LAND USE PLAN

The Comprehengive Plan for St. Louis County (Ordinance No. 27) asit pertains to the Town of Morse
(Article 1, Section 4) shall be amended to transfer the following described property from Plan Concept
2, Moderate Dendty Residentia, to Plan Concept 3, Low Densty Residentid:

The North Half of the Northeast Quarter (N1/2 of NE1/4),
The Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SE1/4 of NE1/4),
The East Half of the Southeast Quarter (E1/2 of SE1/4), dl in Section Twenty-three (23);
and
The Northwest Quarter (NW1/4),
The West Half of the Southwest Quarter (W1/2 of SW1/4),
The Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SEL/4of ~ SW21/4), dl in Section Twenty-
four (24);

All being in Township Sixty-three (63) North, Range Twelve (12) West of the 4th Principd Meridian.

Adopted: May 14, 1984
Effectives May 21, 1984
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TOWN OF MORSE
PLAN CONCEPTS MAP

AMENDED MAY 21, 1984

SEE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT FOR COPY

-76-



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

EFFECTUATION

This amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article 11, Section 4, shdl take effect
and be in full force on May 21, 1984, after its adoption by the . Louis
County, Minnesota, Board of Commissioners.

A public hearing was held by the St. Louis County Planning Commission on
April 12, 1984.

Commissioner Krueger moved the adoption of this amendment and
Commissioner Kron duly seconded the motion and it was adopted on the
following vote:

Yeas: Doty, Krueger, Kron, Lamppa, Shannon, Cerkvenik, Janezich - (7)

Nays:. None
Absent; None
Abgan; None

This amendment was declared adopted by the St. Louis County Board of Commissioners on the 14th

day of May, 1984.

GARY CERKVENIK
Gary Cerkvenik, Chairman

Certified as a complete and accurate copy of

Amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article 1, Section
4,

-77-



RUSSELL PETERSEN
Russdll Petersen, County Auditor

ATTEST:
R C CARLSON

Raymond C. Carlson, Deputy Auditor
Clerk of the County Board
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AMENDMENT TO TOWN OF MORSE LAND USE PLAN

The Comprehensive Plan for St. Louis County (Ordinance No. 27) asit pertains to the Town of Morse
(Article 11, Section 4) shall be amended so that Plan Concept 2, Moderate Density Residentid shdll
reaed as follows (addition is underlined):

Concept 2 Moderate dendty resdentia development will be encouraged to locate in an
area bordering the City of Ely and radiating from thisring aong Trunk Highway
169 (east and west of the city), CSAH 21, and Trunk Highway 1.
Concept 2 may be implemented by either an R-1 or R-2 zone didtrict.

Adopted: March 22, 1988
Effectivee March 22, 1988
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Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

EFFECTUATION

This amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article 11, Section 4, shdl take effect
and be in full force on March 22, 1988 after its adoption by the &. Louis
County, Minnesota, Board of Commissioners.

A public hearing was held by the St. Louis County Planning Commission on
February 11, 1988, and unanimoudly recommended to the Board of
Commissoners that the Plan change be made.

Commissioner Lamppa moved the adoption of this amendment and
Commissioner Krueger duly seconded the motion, and it was adopted on the
following vote:

Yeas. Commissioners Doty, Krueger, Kron, Lamppa, Shannon, and
Chairman Janezich-6

Nays:. None
Absent; Commissioner Prebich-1

Abgan; None

This amendment was declared adopted by the . Louis County Board of Commissioners on the 22nd

day of March, 1988.

JERRY JANEZICH
Jarry Janezich, Chairman

Certified as a complete and accurate copy of
Amendment to Ordinance No. 27, Article |1, Section
4,

RUSSELL PETERSEN
Russdll Petersen, County Auditor
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ATTEST:

KAREN ERICKSON
Karen Erickson

Clerk of the County Board
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